Drug use in the newborn. Effects on the kidney.
In the neonate, there are a number of age-related differences in drug disposition (bioavailability, distribution, metabolism, and excretion), and these are directly related to the degree of prematurity. This article discusses the use of drugs that are commonly administered to the neonatal patient, with special emphasis given to renal considerations. These drugs include diuretics, theophylline, converting enzyme inhibitors, calcium channel blockers, indomethacin, and dopamine.